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emphatically that they could not accept MacDonalcTs
conditions. Longuet and Wallhead told me that the con-
ference was doomed to failure.
While the Italian Socialist Serrati was endeavouring to
bridge the difference between MacDonald and Radek, I was
having a chat in a corner with F. A. Voigt, at that time
Berlin correspondent of the Manchester Guardian and now their
diplomatic correspondent with his headquarters in London.
Among their colleagues, most British journalists enjoy respect
for their high professional ethics and their wide education;
but over and above this, Voigt was and still is regarded by
his international colleagues as an example of the finest type
of British journalist. He is a worthy representative of that
distinguished newspaper, the Manchester Guardian.
'Listen/ said Voigt, 'I don't believe Ramsay MacDonald
and Radek have ever met personally. How about you and
me bringing them together?'
'First-rate!9 I answered enthusiastically. 'What a scoop!'
'Then let's see what we can do,' said my colleague. We
held a short council of war.
Before the end of the morning session, we separated, each
approaching a number of delegates and inviting them to
lunch in the Wiener Schloss Restaurant in the Dorotheen-
strasse, not far from the Reichstag building. We told each
one that we had invited a few other delegates, but we were
rather vague as to their identity, for we feared that other-
wise we should never manage to get the Scotsman to meet
Radek and Bukharin socially. Our invitations were accepted
by Ramsay MacDonald, Philips Price, who at that time was
the Daily Herald correspondent in Berlins Radek, Bukharin,
another representative of the Third International whose
name I forget, Jean Longuet, the close collaborator of Leon
Blum and at that time editor of Le Populaire> the official
organ of French Social Democracy; by another French
journalist, and byDr Rudolph Breitscheid, leader of what was
then known as the Independent Socialist Party of Germany.